
Mid 1990s

Everyone knows hot tubs are the perfect way to spend a 
fall afternoon, but have you ever thought about how 
they came to be? 

Read on to find out!

2000 BC
In Ancient Egypt, early Egyptians enjoy therapeutic baths in 
“hot tubs” chiseled out of granite

1940s
Hot tubs begin to appear in the USA inspired by Japanese 
short, steep-sided wooden bathtubs called ofuro.

1956
The hydrotherapy pump is created. Inventors hope to use 
water to help alleviate a family member’s arthritis and the 
pump is born!

1700 AD
Native Americans and European settlers in Early America 
relax in natural springs for hygienic and religious purposes, 
as well as hydrotherapy.

1950s
Old wine vats, tanks and barrels are filled with hot water to 
create early hot tubs in California vineyards.

1960s
A small body of hot water with one jet begins to be featured 
next to residential swimming pools.

1968
The first contained whirlpool bath is created with 50/50 
air-to-water ratio jets and fully integrated plumbing.

Mid 1980s
Basic controllers start to appear on hot tubs as a way to 
manage various features.

1970s
A southern Californian contractor makes the first fiberglass 
spa, though wooden hot tubs still dominate the market 
because they are less expensive.

Spas become more elaborate and sophisticated.

2000s
Manufacturers produce more energy-efficient hot tubs in 
response to the green movement.

Present
Smartphones and computers begin allowing consumers to 
control their hot tubs from anywhere.
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