Filter and Pump Operation


Multiport Valve Positions:

Filter: 
Filters pool water.

Backwash:
Cleans the filter tank.

Rinse:
Rinses the filter tank and prevents any leftover debris from entering the pool.

Waste:
Used to lower the water level or for vacuuming excessive debris.

Recirculate:
Recirculates water in pool but bypasses the filter tank.

· When changing filter positions on multiport valve, always turn the pump off before moving the handle.  Always turn the handle clockwise.

How to Start System

1. Make sure water level in the pool is half way up the skimmer

2. Fill automatic chlorinator and pump basket with water.  (Above ground pools will fill automatically once water is above skimmer level.)

3. In ground pools only - Make sure filter setting on multiport valve is turned to “filter” position and gate valves are open.

4. Turn the pump on.

How & When to Backwash:

· Filter the pool 12 - 24 hours per day at normal pressure.

· Backwash filter when pressure is 6-8 lbs over normal operating range.

1.
Turn the pump off and move the handle to the “backwash” position.  Turn the pump back on and wait until the sight glass runs clear (average 1 – 4 minutes).  Turn the pump off again.

2.
Move handle to the “rinse” position, turn the pump back on let it run for approximately 30-40 seconds.  Turn the pump off again.

3.
Return the handle back to the “filter” position and resume normal operation.

· Note:  If the pressure does not rise over time, 

a) check the pressure gauge

b) clean filter media with Filter Cleaner and Degreaser
c) Replace filter media every 5 – 6 seasons if using chlorine or 2 - 3 seasons if using Soft Swim.  For best results use Zeobrite instead on sand.

Helpful Hints

1. Clean skimmer baskets out regularly

2. 
Check and clean pump basket as needed.  Do not let the basket get clogged since this may cause damage to your pump.


In ground Pools – With the pump turned off, close all valves in front of pump, open lid and clean out the basket, put the lid back on, open all valves, and turn pump back on.


Aboveground Pools – With the pump turned off, remove skimmer basket, install rubber winterizing plug, move multiport handle to “closed” position, open lid and clean out the basket, put the lid back on, remove plug, move multiport handle back to “filter position and turn pump back on.
3.
How to prime your pump for an inground pool. 
First make sure the water in the pool is 2/3 of the way up the skimmer box. 
Make sure that the skimmers and pump baskets are clean. 
If the filter sand in more than 5 years old, it is time to have it replaced. 
Next backwash your pool, a full cycle 1-3 minutes then rinse for 30 seconds.  
If that does not work follow these directions:

Turn off your pump and close all ball valves (typically 1-3).  Open the pump lid and pour water in until the basket is overflowing.  Put the lid back on.  Turn the pump on and immediately open one ball valve slowly. Water will surge in the pump basket then should refill with water (if more than 1 minute with little or no water - STOP, and start again from the beginning), once filled 100% with water open the second ball valve and wait until the pump basket refills with water again. Repeat as necessary until all ball valves are opened.
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